
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk
greenspaces@reigate-banstead.gov.uk

01737 276000
@reigatebanstead If you take a beautiful picture whilst visiting  

Reigate Heath today, send it in to us via 
social media. We’d love to see it!
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Habitats and wildlife
Rare heathland and acid grassland habitats like Reigate Heath 
are in decline across Surrey. Careful management is required to 
protect these habitats. For example, it is essential that invasive 
species such as bracken and various tree types are controlled in 
order to prevent natural succession which could lead to the heath 
reverting to scrub and thick woodland. 
The woodland areas support many common species. Beautiful 
bluebells and wood anemones appear in spring and lots of 
fascinating fungi later on in the year. Animal species seen on the 
heath include common lizards and slow worms as well as the 
occasional grass snake. During the winter months look out for the 
bright red and green crossbills that can be seen feeding in the 
coniferous woodlands.

About Reigate Heath
Spanning over 120 acres (51 hectares) Reigate Heath is  
a Local Nature Reserve, Common Land and Site of  
Special Scientific Interest owned by Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council. The history of the Heath dates back over 
4000 years.
Today the management of Reigate Heath is focused on 
conservation and recreation. The area was designated a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest in 1955, because of its 
heathland and acid grassland habitats and the rarity of 
many flora such as bell, common heather and dwarf gorse.

Enjoying Reigate Heath
The Heath is used for leisure activities  
such as horse riding and walking. The sports 
field is the perfect spot for a picnic in the 
summer and a game of football in the winter.
The Skimmington Castle is a traditional 
17th century ale house, which makes for 
a refreshing diversion from the Greensand 
Way and the North Downs Way. Some of the 
Heath is leased to the Golf Club, who maintain 
specific areas in line with council policies.

The byelaws for Reigate Heath can 
be viewed on the back of this board.

Key:
Bridleway and cycle route 

Permissive horse ride

Greensand Way footpath

Golf course fairways

Public parking

Windmill

Tumuli 

Skimmington Castle
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