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11 OCTOBER 2018    
 
Chris Banks 
Programme Officer Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council DMP Examination 
Banks Solutions  
64 Lavinia Way 
East Preston 
West Sussex      BN16 1EF  

Dear Chris  
 
Re: Reigate & Banstead Borough Council Development Management Plan - 
Aerodrome Safeguarding Policy – Gatwick Airport   
 
Gatwick Airport Limited would like to make a further written submission in response to The 
Inspectors ‘Matters & Questions V2’ document specifically Matter 8, Question 4, page 9 
under Policy DES1. The Inspector has asked whether aerodrome safeguarding is 
adequately addressed in the Proposed Reigate & Banstead Development Management 
Plan.  
 
You will have seen our original planning representation dated 17th January 2018 in which 
we requested that aerodrome safeguarding requirements were mentioned under various 
policies, please see a copy attached. 
 
Following on from Matter 8, Question 4 relating to the proposed Policy DES1, we are now 
requesting that a stand-alone aerodrome safeguarding policy be included in the proposed 
‘Reigate & Banstead Borough Council Development Management Plan’. We strongly 
believe that a stand-alone Aerodrome Safeguarding policy is required in order to add to the 
robustness of the proposed plan and would ensure that technical aerodrome safeguarding 
is fully considered when determining future development in the Borough.  
 
The reasoned justification for a stand-alone aerodrome safeguarding policy and suggested 
supporting text is as follows: 
 

Aerodrome Safeguarding Policy Justification: 
Aerodrome safeguarding is the process used to ensure the safety of aircraft while 
taking off, landing and flying in the vicinity of aerodromes.  
 
To ensure that proposed developments sited within the aerodrome safeguarding 
zone as identified on the aerodrome safeguarding maps lodged with Reigate & 
Banstead BC, do not impact on the continued safe operation of Gatwick Airport.   

 



 

Aerodrome safeguarding is a legal requirement for Gatwick Airport under ICAO 
(International Civil Aviation Organisation) and EASA (European Aviation Safety 
Agency) regulations. It is embedded in the Town & Country Planning process by 
way of ODPM/DfT Circular 01/2003 ‘Safeguarding of Aerodromes, Technical Sites 
& Military Explosives Storage Areas: The Town & Country Planning (Safeguarded 
Aerodromes, Technical Sites & Military Explosives Storage) Direction 2002.  
 
Gatwick Airport Ltd should be consulted prior to the formal submission of a planning 
application and must be consulted with regard to all planning applications that fall 
within the safeguarding map consultation criteria as they are a statutory consultee.  
 
Proposed Policy Wording:  

Aerodrome Safeguarding Areas 
Applications for development within the identified aerodrome safeguarding 
zone must consider aerodrome safeguarding requirements and will be 
subject to consultation with Gatwick Airport Ltd. Development will only be 
permitted where it can be demonstrated that: 

 
a) The heights of the construction equipment, the completed development 

and associated landscaping will not penetrate the protected Obstacle 
Limitation Surfaces (OLS) or protected Instrument Flight Procedure (IFP) 
Surfaces.  

 
Where necessary development can be required to follow an agreed 
construction methodology strategy and restrictions may be imposed on 
future extensions and the height of landscaping to maintain the integrity 
of the protected OLS and IFP Surfaces.  

 
b) The position and height of construction equipment, buildings, structures, 

telecommunications equipment and landscaping will not interfere with the 
visual and electronic navigational aids of the airport. Restrictions may be 
imposed to enable further assessment of any proposed changes.  

 
c) The design and construction of buildings, earthworks, engineering and 

other operations (including landscaping, water features and sustainable 
urban drainage schemes SUDS) and material changes of use of land will 
not increase the wildlife hazard risk to the airport.   

 
d) The design and construction of buildings and structures will not impact on 

the safe operation of the airport through induced turbulence, external 
lighting arrangements that have the potential to cause dazzle to pilots and 
ATC or could be confused with aeronautical ground lighting or any other 
aerodrome safeguarding considerations.  



 

 
e) When considering relevant planning applications within the defined 

safeguarded areas both potential and cumulative impacts must be 
considered. Where demonstrated to be necessary, mitigation will always 
be sought to either remove or reduce the potential impacts to acceptable 
levels.  

 
To conclude Gatwick Airport Ltd strongly considers that a stand-alone policy with regard to 
aerodrome safeguarding is required in the ‘Proposed Development Management Plan’ in 
order to ensure that future development within the Borough is both technically complaint 
and compatible with the safe and efficient operation of Gatwick Airport.  
 
I hope you will look upon this favourably. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Amanda Purdye, Aerodrome Safeguarding 
For and on behalf of Gatwick Airport Limited 
 
Email: gal.safeguarding@gatwickairport.com  


