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On 25th October 2016, the Government announced that its preferred scheme for adding 
new runway capacity in the South East of England was through a Northwest Runway at 
Heathrow Airport and this would be subject to consultation through a draft Airports 
National Policy Statement (“draft Airports NPS”).  The draft Airports NPS was published 
on 2nd February 2017, launching a 16 week period of public consultation (the “February 
Consultation”). 
 
In the consultation document for the February Consultation, the Government explained 
it would continue to update the evidence base which was considered when it selected a 
Northwest Runway at Heathrow as its preferred scheme. The intention had been to 
publish this during the February Consultation but there was no suitable time to do so.  
The aviation model has been developed to incorporate the latest market data and to 
produce an updated set of demand forecasts. In July 2017 the Government also 
published the UK Air Quality Plan which sets out a range of measures to bring nitrogen 
dioxide air pollution within legal limits in the shortest possible time. The Government has 
revised the draft airports NPS to take account of this updated evidence base, and made 
other amendments as a result of either consideration of consultation responses or a 
change in the Government’s policy. The Government is therefore undertaking a short 
period of further consultation.  
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How to respond: 

Online:  www.gov.uk/dft/heathrow-airport-expansion 
 
Email: RunwayConsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Post: Freepost RUNWAY CONSULTATION  
         (no stamp or further address required) 
 

Respond by: 

19 December 2017 

http://www.gov.uk/dft/heathrow-airport-expansion
mailto:RunwayConsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk


       

 

 
 
 
Before answering any of the questions please read the consultation document for the 
further consultation which can be found at:  

 
 
 

For the reasons explained in the further consultation document, the Government 
proposes to make changes to the draft Airports NPS and some of the documents which 
were published alongside it. The changes have been published along with the 
supporting documents set out in the table on pages 7 and 8 of the further consultation 
document.   
 
Have your say: Do you have any comments on the revised draft Airports NPS or any of 
the documents set out in the table on pages 7 and 8 of the further consultation 
document? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/dft/heathrow-airport-expansion 

http://www.gov.uk/dft/heathrow-airport-expansion


       

 

  

FOR ORGANISATIONS: What category is your organisation? 

 

Please tick  the relevant box 
 

☐  Statutory body 

 

☐  Local authority 

 

☐  Community group 

 

☐  Environment group 

 

☐  Airport 

 

☐  Airline 

 

☐  Air Navigation Service Provider 

 

☐  Other Transport Provider (e.g. bus, train) 

 

☐  Small Business 

 

☐  Medium Business 

 

☐  Large Business 

 

☐  Business umbrella body 

 

☐ Air freight business 

 

☒ Other, please state 

 

ABOUT YOU 

 
First name…Simon   Surname…Fife 
 
Postcode…BH21 1PB  Email…sfife@savills.com 
 

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation or group? Yes☒     No☐ 

If yes, please state the name of your organisation or group*  
 
The Wilky Group 
 
*Please note: if you are providing a response on behalf of an organisation or group the name and details of the 
organisation or group may be subject to publication or appear in the final report 

Landowner and Developer 



       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, 
may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information 
regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data 
Protection Act 1998 (DPA), and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). 
 
If you want information that you provide to be treated as confidential please tick  the 
box below. 
 
Please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which 
public authorities must comply and which deals with, amongst other things, obligations 
of confidence. 
 
In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the 
information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of 
the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an 
assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.  
 
The Department for Transport will process your personal data in accordance with the 
DPA, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not 
be disclosed to third parties. 
 

☐ I wish my response to treated as confidential 

 
Please write your reasons below. Please attach additional pages as required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please tick  the relevant box 

☐  Contact from Department for Transport 

 

☒  Press advert   ☐  Local newspaper story 

 

☐  Local authority engagement  ☐  Social media (Twitter, Facebook etc) 

 

☐  National news story (national newspaper, BBC News, Sky News, ITV News etc) 

 

☐  Informed through stakeholder group (business group, campaign group etc) 

 

☐ Other, please state ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS CONSULTATION? 

 
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA PROTECTION 



       

 

 

Question: For the reasons explained in the further consultation document, the 
Government proposes to make changes to the draft Airports NPS and some of the 
documents which were published alongside it. We published these changes on 24 
October 2017, along with the supporting documents set out in the table on pages 7 and 
8 of the further consultation document. 
 
Do you have any comments on the revised draft Airports NPS or any of the documents 
set out in the table at pages 7 and 8 of the further consultation document? 
 
Please provide as much detail as possible in the box below. Please attach additional 
pages as required.  

Advisory Note:  If you responded to the February Consultation, you do not need to 
repeat points made previously, as we are considering these in full. Please note that 
when we consider responses to this further consultation, we may not be able to cross-
refer to earlier responses because of the large numbers involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 
The Wilky Group (TWG) owns about 57.3 ha (123 acres) of land east of Gatwick Airport and 
north and south of the M23 spur road between Junctions 9 and 9a. The land south of the 
M23 spur road (about 43 ha / 106 acres) is 'safeguarded land' for the Gatwick Airport second 
runway landside facilities and falls within an Area of Search for a Strategic Employment 
Location (SEL) in the adopted Crawley Borough Local Plan 2015 (CBLP). The land north of 
the spur road falls within an area identified by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for 
future strategic employment development (Horley Business Park). TWG is therefore a major 
stakeholder in relation to the future expansion of the airport and associated employment 
development identified in the adopted CBLP and other local authority proposals. 
 
TWG's comments on the Government's revised draft Airports National Policy Statement 
(draft NPS) are high level and confined to the economic benefits of airport expansion and 
associated employment development, growing passenger demand and the economic case 
for expanding Gatwick Airport.  
 
Response from The Wilky Group 
 
The interests of TWG are aligned with those of Gatwick Airport Ltd (GAL): both parties wish 
to see the Airport expand in the form of a second runway alongside associated employment 
development so as to meet growing demand for air travel and deliver positive economic 
impacts from such expansion in a post-Brexit world. 
 
In addition to GAL’s second runway proposal submitted to the Airports Commission and 
promoted by them in responses to the NPS, we also support the Government's long 
standing policy of making the best use of existing infrastructure and assets. Passenger 
throughput at Gatwick has already reached 45 mppa (2017) and we are keen to support 
growth up to 50 mppa and beyond. This would allow the best and most efficient use of 
existing infrastructure and would add much needed additional airport capacity. 
 
TWG support the economic benefits that Gatwick Airport brings to the national, regional and 
local economy. The economic assessment work undertaken on behalf of GAL by Oxford 
Economics, looked at the airport's economic impact in 2016 and in 2025 following a 21% (9 
mppa) increase in passenger numbers.  

CONSULTATION QUESTION 
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For the national economy, in 2016 these equated to £5.3 billion in GDP, 85,000 jobs and £2.2 
billion in tax revenues. The airport provides further benefits from the tourism it facilitates 
comprising £6.1 billion in GDP, 130,600 jobs and tax revenues of £1.6 billion. The increase in 
GDP that can be assigned to the connectivity benefits from Gatwick are identified in this study 
as £1.1 billion. 
 
The Airport's GDP contribution towards the Gatwick Diamond sub-region is £2.3 billion when 
supply chain activity and staff spending are taken into account. The Airport is estimated to 
support almost 36,000 jobs in the sub-region, or 1 in 12 jobs. The equivalent figures for the 
larger Coast to Capital LEP area are £2.7 billion in GDP and 43,000 jobs. 
 
The impacts at the sub-regional level show a similar scale of increase. The GDP contribution 
towards the Gatwick Diamond sub-region increases to £2.8 billion (+22%) and to employment 
to 41,000 (+14%). The equivalent figures for the larger Coast to Capital LEP area are £3.35 
billion in GDP (+24%) and 49,000 jobs (+14%).  
 
GAL submitted representations on the previous draft NPS in May 2017, which made a number 
of key points regarding the economic benefits offered by Gatwick Airport and its future 
expansion: 
 
1.  A second runway at Gatwick (LGW-2R) would deliver very similar benefits for the UK 
compared to LHR-NWR, £52 billion vs £54.5 billion. 
2.  The benefits of LGW-2R are £8 billion higher when the DfT updated traffic forecasts are 
used. 
3.  GAL's re-estimates of the economic benefits of LGW-2R show that it has a high Net 
Present Value (NPV) between 7.7 and 10 and a healthy Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) of 2.1 to 2.5. 
 
The land area east of the Airport (north and south of the M23 spur road), could be developed 
as a strategic site of c. 320 acres. There is sufficient land in this area to meet both the future 
needs of the airport and also a world class employment opportunity - an Airport City with high 
quality employment, commercial, healthcare, logistics, leisure and higher education campus 
development, consistent with the employment policy framework in the Crawley Borough LP 
(2015) and the intensions of Reigate & Banstead BC. The proposals could therefore be 
delivered alongside the Airport's current and future expansion plans, helping to bring forward 
some of the infrastructure required by the Airport.  
 
The proposals would deliver significant economic and employment benefits to the 
Crawley/Gatwick area at the heart of the Gatwick Diamond. They could also add significant 
value to the economic benefits that could be delivered by the Airport's expansion plans, as 
outlined above. There are many examples of how airports alongside local partners and 
stakeholders have created successful employment sites - Airport City Manchester, Schiphol, 
Frankfurt, Warsaw are all notable European examples. An employment site of this scale could 
be delivered alongside the Airport's expansion plans so as to boost the economic benefits 
offered by any strategic employment development including TWG land and the Horley 
Business Park proposal. 
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 Based on a total floorspace of about 8-10 million sq ft, the development of the land over a 15 

to 20 year period could deliver between 20,000 to 30,000 FTE jobs, with about 53% in the 
Crawley area and 47% in the Gatwick Diamond area and over £1 billion in GVA. 
 
Combined with the Airport's expansion plans, the overall economic benefits could be far higher 
than those outlined above. This reflects the close relationship between an airport and high 
value / corporate business, whereby both benefit from the close proximity of the other.  
 
Research by the University of Portsmouth into economic gateways shows that the areas 
around airports pursuing economic as well as aviation growth models benefit from higher 
levels of economic growth (GVA) and clusters of support businesses to serve the gateway and 
those that use it. The level of growth within 1km of the gateway was measured as twice that 
achieved in areas over 1km away. This phenomenon has been seen at other international 
airports, most notably at Amsterdam Schiphol, Frankfurt-am-Main (Airrial Centre), Dusseldorf 
and being planned at Manchester and Dublin. 
 
Gatwick Airport offers significant economic benefits, which would be boosted by its continued 
expansion. Strategic employment development associated with the Airport's expansion would 
bring forward additional economic benefits. TWG considers that the NPS should support a 
second runway at Gatwick, acknowledging the significant economic benefits, and provide a 
clearer policy framework for the consideration of any proposals that realise such benefits and 
help meet increasing passenger demand up to 2030 and beyond. 


