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Date:  29th January 2018 

 
Representations by HHGL Ltd to the Reigate & Banstead Development Management Plan (2018)  
 
These representations relate to the Homebase site at Rushworth Road in Reigate, RH2 0QG.   
 
The representations are submitted on behalf of HHGL Ltd, which trades as Bunnings and Homebase in the UK 
& Ireland. 
 
This submission confirms HHGL’s commitment and future plans for this store and supports the designation of 
the site in the draft Development Management Plan (DMP) as a Retail Warehouse Area. 
 
Background to Representations 
Bunnings is the leading home improvement and outdoor retailer in Australia and New Zealand.   
 
The home improvement and garden market within the UK & Ireland is growing, but it is also fragmented and 
underserviced.  Bunnings’ aim is to re-invigorate this market and introduce the Bunnings brand, which has been 
built on the three strategic pillars of lowest prices, widest range and best service.  
 
Bunnings acquired Homebase as a platform to build the Bunnings brand within the UK & Ireland and have 
allocated £500 million to launch this over the next 3-5 years.   
 
Bunnings’ investment has already commenced with the first Bunnings Warehouse store in St Albans Griffiths 
Way opening in February 2017.  Since then, a further 15 Bunnings Warehouse stores have opened in St Albans 
Hatfield Rd, Hemel Hempstead, Milton Keynes, Folkestone, Broadstairs, Basildon, Sittingbourne, Thanet, Worle 
(Weston Super Mare), Harlow, Bicester, Rochdale, Rotherham, Chichester and Walthamstow (London).  
 
Bunnings employ 12,000 team members within the UK & Ireland, including over 1,500 team members in 
London.  These numbers are expected to grow significantly as Bunnings converts existing Homebase stores and 
invests in new site opportunities.   
 
Bunnings’ are a fair and community-focused employer, paying the National Living Wage for all team members 
aged 18+.  Many of its stores inside the M25 have starting pay rates at a higher level than the national living 
wage, recognising their proximity to London.  
 
Bunnings are highly active in the communities they inhabit, with a track record of local activity of more than 25 
years, details of which can be found at https://www.bunnings.com.au/about-us/in-the-community.  In 
Australia and New Zealand, Bunnings has helped raise more than A$37 million for local community groups.   
 
Bunnings is keen to replicate this community commitment in the UK & Ireland and this has already been 
demonstrated with its most recent store openings.  Between February and June 2017, the four Bunnings 
Warehouse stores opened helped raise more than £30,500 for local charities and participated in and 
supported over 35 community activities.  
 
Included with this submission is a copy of the Bunnings UK & Ireland Property Guide November 2017, which  
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provides further background to the business and its store strategy moving forward.  Also included is a copy of 
Bunnings Community & Sustainability Guide November 2017, which provides further background to its 
community initiatives and sustainability policies 
 
Homebase in Rushworth Road, Reigate  
Bunnings remain fully committed to the Reigate Homebase store.  The store is leasehold, with over 13 years of 
its secure tenure remaining.  The store comprises a gross internal area of 2,797 square metres of floorspace 
(excluding the garden centre).   
 
Bunnings will be looking to include this store within its current investment programme and brand launch.   
 
Homebase stores already converted to the Bunnings brand have seen, on average, a 50% increase in staff 
numbers as well as significant improvements to the stores appearance, format and quality of the retail offer. 
 
On the Draft Policies Map and under draft Policy RET6 of the DMP, the Homebase site is designated as a Retail 
Warehouse Area (RWA).  Our clients fully support this designation and the objectives of draft Policy RET6. 
 
In the lead up to the approval for publication of the draft DMP, our clients were made aware of local press 
articles reporting on discussions that had taken place concerning potential new sites for housing within Reigate 
where the Homebase site was mentioned.   
 
Whilst the approved and published draft DMP does not, of course, allocate the Homebase site for housing and 
designates it as a RWA, our clients wish to quell any further debate that may take place on this issue by making 
it very clear that they are firmly committed to the Homebase store and to maintaining their representation on 
the Rushworth Road site. 
 
The draft DMP covers the period, in line with the adopted Core Strategy, to 2027.  As we confirmed above, the 
current secured lease on the Homebase site runs to 2031.  There is, therefore, no prospect whatsoever of the 
Homebase site becoming available within the DMP plan period for any form of redevelopment (other than 
potentially retail which would in principle be consistent with draft Policy RET6).  In the circumstances, the RWA 
designation is fully justified and properly reflects the future use of this site, which will be further reinforced by 
its proposed conversion to the Bunnings format. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 


