Redhill Town Centre Consultation – June 2017
Redhill is a busy town centre with a mix of retail, business, residential, transport and leisure uses, including The Belfry shopping centre, a twice weekly street market, Redhill Library, The Harlequin Theatre & Cinema, and numerous cafes, restaurants and pubs.

Residents, businesses, and members of the public have reported an increase in anti-social behaviour (throughout the day) within the town centre.  This means that other users are unable to enjoy this public space free from anti-social behaviour.
The council believes that anti-social behaviour in Redhill town centre is detrimental to the local community’s life and that the negative impact is so great that it is reasonable to make restrictions on the behaviours of users of the town centre.
Public Space Protection Orders

Public Space Protection Orders can be used to regulate activities in particular public places that are having a detrimental effect on the local community. They can help by giving local councils and local police additional powers to tackle anti-social behaviour in specific locations.
This consultation is considering the possible introduction of a Public Space Protection Order for Redhill Town Centre in the shaded area on the map below.  
[image: image1.jpg]



This measure will mean that a person will commit an offence if they fail to comply with a request by an authorised officer to cease any of the prohibited behaviours in the area outlined.  The behaviours being considered for inclusion include
· Harassing or intimidating residents, businesses or members of the public

· Threatening any person with violence and / or being verbally abusive towards any person

· Littering, spitting or urinating in a public place

· Wearing a balaclava and/or wearing a scarf or other piece of clothing across the face in order to hide his / her identity. For the avoidance of doubt this does not stop the defendant from wearing a hood or hat if the weather is inclement.

· Cycling / skateboarding in pedestrianised areas
· Acting or inciting others to act in an anti-social manner, that is to say a manner that is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person

· Joining or remaining in a group of 2 or more people which is acting in a manner that is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person

Alcohol related anti-social behaviour 

There is currently a Designated Public Place Order (DPPO) in place in Redhill which covers the whole of the town centre and surrounding areas.  This gives police officers discretionary powers to require a person to stop drinking and confiscate alcohol or containers of alcohol in public places.  The council believes the DPPO has contributed towards a reduction in alcohol related anti-social behaviour in Redhill.  However, the DPPO is due to expire in October 2017.  We would therefore like to also consult on the possible inclusion of the following additional behaviours
· Consumption of alcohol from an open vessel following a verbal warning to stop
· Using foul language and/ or behaviour whilst drunk in a public place  

· Loitering in a public place under the influence of alcohol and having a detrimental impact on others

Tell us what you think
We want to hear the views of as many people as possible so we can gauge what the local community think of this proposal.  Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and ask your friends and family to take part too. We will also be contacting a variety of people and organisations who will be most affected by the proposed Public Space Protection Order. All answers will be kept strictly confidential.  

    
How do I get involved?
Please visit https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RedhillPSPO and complete the online survey.
The consultation will run until 3rd July 2017.
What happens next? 
Your views will help us decide on the best way forward. The decision will be published on the council’s website.
