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Introduction from the Leader
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Reigate & Banstead Borough Council is very proud 
of the part that local residents played in the First 
World War and is determined that their bravery is 
remembered.

Since the start of our Centenary commemorations 
in 2014, the Council has refurbished all of its war 
memorials, revamped Redhill’s Memorial Park and 
worked with local residents, schools and community 
uniform groups to care for the borough’s war graves. 

Our successful programme of commemorative activities and events 
continues in 2016, from ceremonies to commemorate the centenary of the 
Battle of Jutland and the Battle of the Somme, to our popular ‘Discover 
WWI’ event at the Harlequin Theatre and Armistice Day remembrance 
services. We want to give people of all ages the opportunity to learn more 
about World War I and to come together to remember those who fought or 
died in the conflict. 

I would like to thank our local historians, history societies and residents for 
their valuable contributions and without whom this publication would not be 
possible. 

If you have an interesting story to tell about the role of a friend, relative or 
of your community in the conflict please get in touch (see back page for 
contact details).

Cllr Victor Broad, 
Council Leader

Adopt a grave scheme
As part of our project to restore the borough’s private 
war graves, local schools, uniform groups (like the 
Scouts), organisations and residents have taken on 
a crucial role in helping to look after them.  Weeding 
plots, cutting the grass and keeping headstones 
and surrounds clean will ensure the graves of the 
borough’s fallen are kept neat and tidy over the 
coming years.

Volunteers are still needed to help care for war graves 
at certain sites, so if you’d like to get involved, please 
call 01737 276322 or email leisure.services@reigate-
banstead.gov.uk to find out more.

Commonwealth War Grave Commission
Living Memory Project
The Commission has launched a UK wide Living Memory Project 
to remember the forgotten front - the 300,000 war graves and 
commemorations right here in Britain, to mark the centenary of the Battle of 
the Somme.

The project aims to encourage UK community groups to discover, explore 
and remember the war grave heritage on their doorsteps. The Commission 
is looking for 141 groups, to hold 141 events, to mark the 141 days of the 
Somme offensive.

More information about the project can be found at: 
www.cwgc.org/about-us/cwgc-projects/living-memory

William Boniface
St Peter’s, 

Walton on the Hill
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Help find the Verdun Oaks
One hundred years ago the terrible events of the Battle 
of Verdun touched the hearts of the British public.

More than 400,000 French and German lives were lost in the longest 
running battle of the First World War. Verdun’s oak and chestnut forests 
were devastated, and still today bear the scars of the conflict. 185,000 
hectares of forest were destroyed - an area 
of land bigger than Surrey, where England’s 
Centenary Wood will stand.

A tribute to the fallen
After the fighting ended, acorns were 
collected from the battlefields and planted 
in our towns as a tribute to the fallen. Why 
and how the acorns came to the UK is an 
unfolding story and one the Woodland Trust would love to complete.

Extracts from newspapers and magazines written at the time provide 
possible clues.  One story suggests that Lord John French, who led 
the British into northern Europe in 1915, took a handful of acorns to 
commemorate the stand the French had made at the Battle of Verdun.

There are also reports that the Mayor of Verdun sent a box of acorns to the 
London and North West Railway Company (LNWR) in early 1917 to be sold 
for the benefit of the War Seal Foundation, a charity which supported ex-
servicemen and their families. Sample boxes were sent to mayors in towns 
and cities along the route of the railway.

How you can help
Today, these smallest of gestures have grown into grand tributes providing 
shade, enjoyment and homes for wildlife.

History buffs are being asked to turn detective to discover more Verdun 
Oaks in the hope of growing a new generation in First World War Centenary 
Woods so that, in another hundred years, our grandchildren’s children can 
enjoy them.

Can you help The Woodland Trust trace the Verdun Oaks? 
Contact verdunoak@woodlandtrust.org.uk

With the First World War entering its third year, the fighting continued and 
spread with major offensives in France, Mesopotamia and on the Russian 
front. 1916 saw some of the most notorious battles of the conflict on land 
and at sea: the Battle of the Somme and the Battle of Jutland. 

Tanks were used for the first time at the Somme and the use of aircraft on 
both sides increased.

At the start of 1916, conscription was introduced to boost British troop 
numbers. This meant that on the home front, women took on a vital role in 
the war effort making munitions and in industry.

This commemorative programme gives an overview of the key events of 
1916, together with local stories about soldiers who fought in the Great War, 
those left at home and how things changed in the borough as a result of the 
conflict, so that they may be remembered by future generations. 
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Erected in 1922, Horley war memorial lists 122 men killed 
during the First World War who are all in some way 

linked with Horley. Not all of the listed men were born 
in Horley but most of them grew up there. Many were 
baptised and married in St Bartholomew’s Church, some 
are even buried there.     

Their deaths were spread across the battlefields of the world. 
Some died at home so are buried locally. Most of them are 
resting in France and Belgium, with the Somme battlefields 

alone claiming 35 Horley men and the Ypres area at least 
26 men.

2016 marks the 100 year anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme when more than 1 million men were wounded or 
killed, and the Battle of Jutland, the biggest naval battle in 
history.  Thirty three of the men listed on the war memorial 
died in 1916. Of those listed many were killed at the Battle 

of the Somme.  Ernest Smith was among the 1,266 strong 
crew of HMS Queen Mary that was sunk during the Battle 
of Jutland.

One notable name listed is that of Lieutenant Henry 
Webber who at 68 was for 100 years thought to be the 
oldest British serviceman to be killed in World War I at the 
Somme.  See more on this story on page 7.

Henry Webber was well known in Horley, having 
served both as Justice of the Peace and 

Chairman of Horley Parish Council.  

Should you wish to learn more about the 122 
men listed then you should read a copy of 
Men of Horley 1914-18 which is published by 
Horley Local History Society. 

Horley War Memorial
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The silver war badge
Communities placed huge pressure 
on young men to join up to support 
the war effort and men not in uniform 
were often challenged.

Many men who had 
served or were 
unable to serve 
through ill health 
found themselves 
subject to the 
same ill feeling as 
those yet to enlist.

On 12 September 1916 
Army Order 316 approved the 
issue of a badge to officers and men 
who had served since 14 August 
1914 but had been discharged 
(or resigned their commissions in 
the case of officers) due to ‘age, 
or physical infirmity arising from 
wounds or sickness caused by 
military service.’

The circular badge was inscribed   
‘For King and Empire.’ The reverse 
had a prefix and an individual 
number stamped on the back. 
Typically the badge was worn on the 
jacket lapel.

Around 1.1 million badges were 
manufactured by J R Gaunt and Son 
Ltd of London.

Applications for the badges were 
made by individual soldiers. 
Each soldier received a uniquely 

numbered badge. Records 
of the discharge were 

maintained, including 
details of the reasons, 
that a man’s service 
was ended.

Although the badge 
was erroneously 
known as the ‘Silver 

Wound Badge,’ the 
most common reasons 

for discharge were ill health or 
being no longer physically fit for war 
service. 

Other reasons for discharge, which 
would not necessarily result in 
the issue of a Silver War Badge, 
included:
• Not likely to become an efficient 

soldier
• Unfitted for the duties of the corps
• For misconduct
• Having been claimed for wife 

desertion
• On demobilisation.

Acknowledgement - The Great War Medal 
Collectors Companion by Howard Williamson 
published 2011 by Greenshoots Print & 
Direct Mail Ltd.  Howard Williamson is a 
former Merstham resident and attended 
Redhill Technical College between 1963 and 
1966.
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Key World War I events in 1916
1 Jan Winston Churchill is appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding the 

6th battalion (Territorial Army) of the Royal Scots Fusiliers.  
27 Jan Conscription is introduced in Britain. 
21 Feb The Germans launch a massive attack against the French at Verdun, 

in what will become the longest and one of the bloodiest battles of the 
war. 

27 April Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, the British Secretary of State for War, 
asks for US military participation in Europe. 

31 May The Battle of Jutland begins. During the only large-scale naval 
battle of the War, German ships attempt to break free from a British 
naval blockade of the North Sea. Although the battle itself was 
inconclusive, it did keep the German surface fleet confined to port for 
the remainder of the war.  

1 July Start of the Battle of the Somme. Some 60,000 British men are 
killed or seriously wounded on the first day alone. Despite such 
huge losses, Field Marshal Douglas Haig orders that the battle must 
continue. 

Sept The Silver War Badge was first issued in the United Kingdom to 
service personnel who had been honourably discharged due to 
wounds or sickness during World War I.  

15 Sept Tanks were introduced for the first time on the Somme battlefield by 
the British. They were used in such limited numbers that their impact 
was negligible. 

18 Nov The Battle of the Somme ends. With approximately 1.5 million 
casualties, it will be remembered as one of the bloodiest military 
operations in history. 

28 Nov The first German airplane (as opposed to Zeppelin) carries out an air 
raid on London.  

7 Dec David Lloyd George replaces Herbert Henry Asquith as British Prime 
Minister of the war time coalition. His war cabinet, unlike that of his 
predecessor, would meet every day. 

18 Dec After almost 10 months the German attack on Verdun ends with the 
French holding their positions. The cost of the longest battle of the 
war was more than a quarter of a million deaths and at least a million 
wounded.

5

Women workers in World War I
The introduction of conscription in 1916 made the need for women 
workers urgent. Around this time, the government began coordinating the 
employment of women through campaigns and recruitment drives.  The 
employment of married women increased sharply, accounting for nearly 
40% of all women workers by 1918.

After 1915, when the need for shells intensified, women were brought 
into munitions manufacturing in large numbers. By 1918 almost a million 
women were employed in munitions work. The job was relatively well paid, 
especially for women previously employed in domestic service. But it was 
often unpleasant, dangerous and involved 
working long hours. 

The first women police officers served 
during the First World War. One of the main 
responsibilities of the Women’s Patrols, as 
they were known, was to maintain discipline 
and monitor women’s behaviour around 
factories or hostels. They also patrolled public 
areas such as railway stations, streets, parks 
and public houses.

Employment opportunities for women also 
opened up in transport, as bus conductors, 
ticket collectors, porters, carriage cleaners 
and bus drivers. During the war the number 
of women working on the railways rose from 
9,000 to 50,000. 

For women with children who wanted – or needed – to work, childcare 
could be a problem. The need for women munitions workers prompted the 
government to help fund the cost of day nurseries for them. By 1917 there 
were more than 100 day nurseries across the country. However, there was 
no provision for women working in other forms of employment, with most 
having to rely on friends and family to help care for their children while they 
worked.

After the war, many of these employment opportunities closed to women 
as servicemen returned to their jobs and the numbers of women workers, 
particularly in industry and trade declined.  

The first women police officers 
served during the First World 

War. 



Arthur himself claimed that although 
he was excited, he didn’t consider 
that after just a month at the front 
he deserved such an award when 
others had been fighting in France 
much longer.  He later received a 
bar for his MC.

Once in the air, even by his own 
admission, his nature could be a 
little too daring for other’s liking.

He was credited with having brought 
down Germany’s Ace Werner Voss 
on 23 September 1917, in one of the 
most famous dogfights of the War.

On 19 October, in a letter home 
to his mother, Arthur wrote he had 
had his portrait painted by a Major 
William Orpen, an official war painter  
attached to HQ Staff.

On Arthur, Orpen wrote “A fine lad, 
Rhys Davids, with a far seeing 
clear eye. He hated fighting, hated 
flying, loved books and was terribly 
anxious for the war to be over, so 
that he could get back to Oxford.”

During his six months of active 
service Arthur had a hand in a total 
of 25 victories. 

Sadly, Arthur went missing on 
October 27 1917, a month after 
his twentieth birthday. His family 
continued to write to him in the hope 
he had been imprisioned, despite a 
message claiming he was dead that 

was dropped over British lines by a 
German plane. 

The British Army 
declared him as 
having been killed 
in action on the date 
he disappeared and 
his mother received 
formal notification 
on March 18 1918. 
On the same day 
he was gazetted 
again, this time for 
the Distinguished 
Service Order.

“For conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty in 
bringing down nine enemy aircraft 
in nine weeks. He is a magnificent 
fighter, never failing to locate enemy 
aircraft and invariably attacking 
regardless of the numbers against 
him.”

As well as appearing on the 
Memorial on the Lych Gate of St 
Peters in Woodmansterne Arthur is 
also commemorated on the Arras 
Flying Services Memorial in France.

Arthur had two sisters Nesta and 
Vivien who lived in Chipstead until 
her death in 1978.  She was a 
councillor on the Banstead Urban 
District Council and did so much for 
the village. 
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On 21 July 1916, Henry Webber, the oldest soldier to lose his life while on 
active service in World War I, was killed during the Battle of the Somme. 

From the outbreak of war Henry was part of a 
campaign directed at the War Office to allow older 
men to fight for their country. He was eventually 
accepted into the South Lancashire Regiment 
as a junior lieutenant.

A correspondent to The Times wrote: “From 
the beginning of the war he set himself to try 
to get a commission, in spite of his 66 years. 
For a long time he plagued the War Office 
ineffectually, but at last he won his way and was 
gazetted to the South Lancashire Regiment. And 
now this junior Lieutenant has died nobly on the 
battlefield.”

Henry Webber was born in 1849 in Tonbridge, Kent, the youngest son of 
Dr William Webber, of Norwich and Tunbridge Wells and his wife Eliza. 
Henry was educated at Tonbridge School and at Pembroke College, 
Oxford, where he took his degree in 1870. 

In 1874 Henry married Emily Morris, the eldest daughter of Mr Norman 
Morris of Lingfield. The couple went on to raise a family of four boys and 
five girls. 

Mr and Mrs Webber moved to “Greenfields” in Meath Green Lane, Horley 
in 1875, then in 1891 to Duxhurst, near Sidlow. Two years later they 
moved to 25-room “Elm Cottage” in Horley Row, where they lived until 
1915, assisted by a large domestic and estate staff. The house later 
became Kingsley School and has since been demolished. 

Henry had a successful career as a stockbroker and was a prominent 
figure in Horley. He was one of the original members of Surrey County 
Council, elected on 15 January 1889 and was the first chairman of the 
Horley Parish Council when it was formed in 1894. He was a member of 
the committee for the erection of a Church Room and was keen on the 
provision of a boiler to ensure the establishment of a soup kitchen for the 
poor.

Lt Henry Webber - a Horley hero

Distinguished 
Service Order
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Arthur Rhys-Davids 
Arthur Percival Foley Rhys-Davids was an 
extraordinary young man. 

In 1915 his parents moved to Chipstead buying 
‘Cotterstock’ in How Lane and later the larger 
‘Middleshaw’s’ in Walpole Avenue. 

Arthur was born in September 1897.  He 
attended Eton where he excelled at Classics 
and in 1916 was named Captain of School.  In 
the same year he won the prestigious Newcastle 
Scholarship to Balliol College, Oxford. Instead he 
become a pilot and joined the Royal Flying Corps 
(RFC). 

The RFC was formed in 1912 and was the British Army’s air arm during 
most of the First World War before being incorporated into the Royal Air 
Force in 1918.

In August 1916, aged 18, Arthur reported to the No. 2 School of 
Aeronautics in Oxford and was billeted in. He was quickly transferred to the 
Central Flying School and he was quickly promoted to 2nd Lieutenant four 
months later. 

After training as a pilot he was posted to 24 Reserve Squadron and finally 
to 56 Squadron.  

During Arthur’s first experience of aerial combat on 7 May 1917 he was 
part of a harrowing encounter in which his squadron suffered greatly at the 
hands of some experienced German airmen. Arthur must have acquitted 
himself well as he was awarded the Military Cross (MC). The citation read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion. On many occasions he has shot 
down hostile machines and put others out of action, frequently pursuing to 
low altitudes. On all occasions his fearlessness and dash have been most 
marked.”

When he received his commission, Henry Webber had three sons 
serving in the Army, all of whom were of a more senior rank. They 
were Colonel N. W. Webber, R.E., D.S.O. (aged 36), Canadian Staff, 
mentioned in dispatches five times; Major Morris Webber, R.F.A., 
wounded at the front but returned; and Captain H. H. Webber, R.G.A.

In May 1916 Henry joined the rest of his battalion at the Somme. He 
was a good horseman and became the battalion’s first line transport 
officer. 

On 21 July 1916, he was in command of a party of troops that had 
brought supplies to the 7th Lancashire’s position in a wood near 
Mametz. At about 7.10pm a shell burst close to Lieutenant Webber and 
his group. He was seriously wounded along with Lieutenant Wollfenden 
and eight men. Two men and three horses were killed.

Henry was transferred to a field dressing station but died of his wounds 
that evening. 

He was buried near to where he fell, at Dartmoor Cemetery at Becordel-
Becourt, about 6km from Mametz Wood.

Following his death he was mentioned in despatches and his family 
received messages of condolence from the King.

Though he was listed as 68 when he died, Horley History Society has 
subsequently proven Henry Webber was, in fact, 67.  For 100 years 
he was thought to be the oldest man to have been killed in World War 
I. He is however still the oldest man to be killed in active service in the 
conflict.

If you would like to know more about this extraordinary man, David Hall 
of Horley Local History Society has produced a booklet about Webber’s 
life. His enquiries have stretched far and wide – even to New Zealand 
where a distant relative lives.

Acknowledgements:
David Hall, Horley History Society
The Surrey Mirror

7



8

The Battle of Jutland

The Battle of Jutland (31 May to 1 June 1916) is considered to be the only 
major naval battle of the First World War. The British Navy in the North Sea 
was based in Rosyth, Cromarty and Scapa Flow. Here it could protect the 
central and northern areas of the North Sea and stop the German High 
Seas Fleet from getting into the Atlantic where it could cause huge problems 
for Britain’s merchant fleet. The British believed that the Germans would not 
try to rush the English Channel and face the might of the British Navy based 
in Portsmouth and Plymouth. Therefore, it was reckoned that the German 
Navy could only operate in the North Sea.

By 1916 the British had put up an effective blockade of Germany.  
Germany’s northern coastline was very small and any blockade was easy to 
enforce. Up to 1916, the German High Seas Fleet had been commanded by 
Admiral von Poul who was considered to be too passive in his approach.  In 
1916, von Poul was replaced by the far more aggressive Admiral Reinhardt 
von Scheer. He decided that the blockade was causing too much damage to 
Germany.

Von Scheer wanted to lure parts of the British fleet out of their respective 
naval bases and use a combination of submarines and surface boats to 

attack and destroy 
them. On the night 
of 24 April 1916, 
the German Navy 
attacked the coastal 
ports of Lowestoft and 
Yarmouth, expecting  
the British fleet to 
retaliate. 

In May 1916 von 
Scheer planned to 
lure the battlecruiser 

squadron commanded by Admiral Sir David Beatty (who later resided in 
Reigate Priory) into the range of the guns of the German fleet. Unfortunately 
for the Germans, the British could read the coded messages and were 
aware of von Scheer’s plan. 

The Act made provision for those 
who “conscientiously object to the 
undertaking of combatant service” 
on religious, and later, secular 
grounds; they were to be given 
civilian or non-combatant jobs, 
wherever possible. It is clear from 
various sources, notably Hansard, 
that conscientious objectors were 
often treated very badly, humiliated 
and sometimes imprisoned.

Although conscription was deeply 
unpopular and flawed in its 
execution, it raised about two and 
a half million men by the end of 
the war, and we would not have 
been able to continue fighting 
without it.

The British Grand Fleet battle line
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Siegfried Loraine Sassoon
CBE, MC

Sept 1886 - Sept 1967

At dawn the ridge emerges massed and dun 
In the wild purple of the glow'ring sun, 

Smouldering through spouts of drifting smoke that shroud 
The menacing scarred slope; and, one by one, 

Tanks creep and topple forward to the wire. 
The barrage roars and lifts. Then, clumsily bowed 

With bombs and guns and shovels and battle-gear, 
Men jostle and climb to meet the bristling fire. 

Lines of grey, muttering faces, masked with fear, 
They leave their trenches, going over the top, 

While time ticks blank and busy on their wrists, 
And hope, with furtive eyes and grappling fists, 

Flounders in mud. O Jesus, make it stop! 

Counter Attack - Siegfried Sassoon
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On the morning of 31 May, Beatty engaged the weaker German 
battlecruiser squadron commanded by Admiral Hipper off the Danish coast. 
The German fleet broke off the engagement and fled towards the German 
High Seas Fleet with Beatty in pursuit. As soon as Beatty came into contact 
with the main German fleet he ordered his Battlecruisers to turn north. Von 
Scheer gave the order for the High Seas Fleet to give chase. Thinking that 
the chase would end in the destruction of the British battlecruisers, the 
Germans suddenly found themselves under bombardment from the Royal 
Navy Grand Fleet commanded by Admiral Jellicoe. 

The fighting was intense. By the evening von Scheer ordered the retreat 
and the German fleet returned to their home bases where they remained 
for the rest of the war.

Admiral Reinhardt von Scheer and the German Navy immediately claimed 
victory based on the number of ships destroyed. The British Navy lost three 
battlecruisers, three cruisers and eight destroyers with 6,100 casualties, 
whereas the German Navy lost one battleship, one battlecruiser, four light 
cruisers and three destroyers resulting in 2,550 casualties.

Jellicoe was able to inform the British government on 2 June that the 
Grand Fleet was ready for further action, however the German High Seas 
Fleet had to be reconstructed and was never in the position to risk another 
major North Sea confrontation.

Importantly because of this battle, the Germans changed their strategy and 
decided not to invest in heavy surface ships but to invest in submarines 
instead.

Conscription in the First World War
By 1916 the government had serious concerns over the nation’s ability to 
recruit men to fill the ranks of the armed services.

In August 1914, Lord Kitchener had put out a call for volunteer soldiers 
and by the start of 1915 over 1 million men had joined up. By the middle of 
1915, the numbers of new volunteers had dropped significantly and by late 
1915 plans were made to require able bodied men to register for service 
under the Derby Scheme (named after Lord Derby, Kitchener’s Director 
General of Recruiting).

The National Registration Act, passed by the government in July 1915 
provided a list of all civilians aged between 15 and 65. This allowed the 
military authorities to identify people who could be called up and those in 
occupations considered to be essential to 
the nation, for example, farmers, teachers 
and clergymen. 

The Military Service Act introduced 
conscription in January 1916. Initially only 
single men in good health, between the 
ages of 18 and 41 were to be called up, but 
in May 1916, conscription was extended to 
include married men. 

Over one million men were drafted in the 
first year.

It is clear that people did not like 
conscription. Even before this extension 
there had been demonstrations against it,  
including one in Trafalgar Square.

Appeals to avoid being called up, because of conscientious objection, 
health conditions or because of the hardship it would cause to a family, 
could be made at local or central tribunals. 

Some people just ignored their call-up papers - although there were severe 
penalties for this.

9
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The Somme - 100 Years on

One hundred years ago at exactly 7.30am on the morning of Saturday 1 
July 1916 the barrage stopped and 100,000 infantrymen clambered from 
their trenches and advanced towards the German lines in what was to be 
one of the bloodiest battles of the First World War. There was no rush, the 
men had been trained to walk steadily, artillery would have cut the wire and 
pounded the enemy into submission. Each man carried his rifle and bayonet, 
200 rounds of ammunition, grenades, gas mask, a spade and his personal 
equipment and rations in a pack on his back.

Captain W. P. Neville provided his 
battalion, the 8th East Surreys, with 
footballs to kick along in front of the 
advance (see page 13 for more on this 
story).

Despite the planning, the wire had 
not been cut and the High Command 
had underestimated the depth and 
strength of the German fortifications and 
dugouts. The Germans had survived the 
shelling and they reached the parapets 
of their trenches as the British infantry 
walked across no man’s land towards 
them. A single British battalion, 16th 
Northumberland Fusiliers (Newcastle 
Commercials), faced no fewer than 22 
German machine guns along its section 
of the front. 

Wave after wave of the advancing troops 
was cut down.

By the end of the first day of the Battle of the Somme the British Army and 
the forces of the Empire had suffered 20,000 dead and 40,000 wounded. 
Eight VCs had been won.

The battle raged on throughout July and August 1916. Place names along 
the 30 mile front line adopted their own significance, Gommecourt, Serre, 

British objectives, 1 July 2016

This “Testimony to Stanley” from his Comrade Bertie Charlwood was printed 
in Stanley’s memorial card. 

He always made home happy, what noble record this;
A legacy of memory sweet, to those he loved and left.

And what testimony given by those who knew him best;
Engraven on this plain rude cross that marks their loved one’s rest.

For only his comrades knew the victory he helped win,
And none but they could testify how well his work was done.

E’en the hour that darkest seemeth will His changeless goodness prove;
From the gloom His brightness streameth, God is wisdom, God is love.

He with earthly cares entwineth, hope and comfort from above,
Everywhere His glory shineth - God is wisdom, God is love.

Bertie, born in 1892, lived in St Johns Road, Redhill. Living so close to 
Stanley, it is likely that the pair knew each other growing up. Like Stanley, 

Bertie also joined up at the start of the war and went into the 
7th Queen’s Regiment. 

On hearing the loss of his friend, Bertie wrote his “Testimony 
to Stanley” as the fighting around him continued. Sadly Bertie 
was wounded, most probably on 14 July 1916 when the 7th 
Queen’s were engaged in heavy fighting at Trones Wood. 
Bertie died from his wounds on 16 July 1916 and is buried 
at La Neuville British Cemetery, Corbie, France. A report 
of Bertie’s death also appeared in The Surrey Mirror, on 4 
August 1916.

15

Article from 
the Surrey 
Mirror

21 Redstone 
Road Redhill 

today
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Beaumont Hamel, Pozieres, 
Mametz, Guillemont, High Wood 
and Delville Wood (or Devil’s Wood 
as it became known); each place a 
battle within a battle.

On 15 September 1916, in order 
to break the stalemate, a secret 
weapon was unleashed for the first 
time. British tanks rumbled into 
action at Flers-Courcelette. The 
tanks achieved the greatest gains 
of the battle thus far but they were 
too few and the advance stalled. 

The last phase of the battle began along the river Ancre on 13 November 
1916.  It followed the same pattern: an artillery barrage followed by an 
infantry assault. Despite the casualties, little or no significant advance was 
achieved. By 19 November it was all over. In the four and a half months of 
fighting the British Empire lost an estimated 125,000 men.

After the war the Somme became a place of pilgrimage for the bereaved 
and their grieving families. Lutyens’ raised his great monument to the 
missing at Thiepval, near to the place attacked by the Northumberland 
Fusiliers.  It records the names of 72,085 men who died in the fighting and 
have no known resting place. 

Today Commonwealth War Graves are scattered along the old front line 
between Bapume in the north and Albert to the south. The cemeteries are 
immaculately maintained and their ranks of headstones speak of a lost 
generation; they were young men.

It is therefore fitting that 100 years later we should remember them.     

Sources:
Major & Mrs Holt’s Battlefield Guide to the Somme
The Somme: The Day-By-Day Account – Chris McCarthy
Thiepval, Somme (Battleground Europe Series) – Michael Stedman.
The First Day of the Somme – Martin Middlebrook. 
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British Mark I male tank near Thiepval, 
25 September 1916
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Redhill pals on the Western Front
Stanley Tobutt was born in 1894 in Redhill, the third 
and youngest son of John and Hannah Tobutt of 21 
Redstone Road. In 1911, aged 17, Stanley worked 
at the Athenaeum Printing Works in Brighton 
Road, Redhill as an apprentice machine minder.

At the outbreak of the First World War Stanley 
answered his country’s call and enlisted at the 
Redhill Recruitment Office, joining the 7th Battalion 
the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment.

Stanley left for France with his battalion on 27 July 1915, being moved 
straight into the front line. He was soon promoted to Lance Corporal.
 
On 1 July 1916 Stanley and the rest of the 7th Battalion were on the 
front line opposite the German held villages of Maricourt, Hardicourt, 
Montauban and Mametz. At 7.30am the whistles blew and the 7th 
Queen’s climbed out of their trenches and advanced towards the 
German lines. The battalion fared better than most on that infamous 

day, successfully breaking through the German lines to 
capture their objectives, but it was at a terrible cost. The 
7th Queen’s suffered the loss of seven officers and 174 
men killed in action, nine officers and 284 men wounded 
and 58 men missing.

Sadly, Stanley Tobutt was among the fatalities that day, 
just two days before his 23 birthday. He was buried 
in France at Dantzig Alley British Cemetery, Mametz, 
France.  A memorial service was held at St John’s 
Church. 

Stanley had two brothers serving in the army, one of whom also served 
in France.  Maurice Tobutt (a French polisher by trade) was a sergeant 
in the Bedfordshire Regiment and John A Tobutt (a chauffeur) served in 
the Army Service Corps as a driver. Both survived the war.

Sergeant Bert Boswell served alongside Stanley in the 7th Battalion The 
Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment. Also from Redhill, Bert lived at 
17 Mill Street and worked with Stanley at the Athenaeum Printing Works 
as a compositor. Bert survived the war and was discharged from service 
in February 1919.
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Battle of Jutland commemoration
Tues 31 May  11.30am
Flag raising ceremony to 
commemorate the Battle of Jutland.  
Ceremonial entrance of the Town 
Hall, Castlefield Road, Reigate 
RH2 0SH.

Armed Forces Week flag raising
ceremony 
Mon 20 June  10.15am
At the ceremonial entrance of 
the Town Hall, Castlefield Road, 
Reigate RH2 0SH.

Whistle for the Somme
Fri 1 July  7.30am
Western Front Association events at 
war memorials across the borough.

Reigate Community Festival 
Sat 2 July  10.30am-10.30pm
Priory Park, Bell Street, Reigate, 
RH2 7RL.

Heritage Open Day 
Sat 10 September  11am-3pm
Town Hall, Castlefield Road, 
Reigate RH2 0SH.  Explore our 
Town Hall, meet the Mayor, see 
displays about the Queen in her 
90th year, the Battles of the Somme 
and Jutland and local history and 
enjoy afternoon tea. Outside see 
historic emergency vehicles and 
listen to a Big Band.

Discovering World War I
Sat 15 October  2-4pm
Harlequin Theatre, Warwick 
Quadrant, Redhill RH1 1NN.
Bringing history to life. See artefacts 
from Surrey Infantry Museum, ask 
the experts about your own wartime 
heirlooms and find out how to 
research your own family tree. With 
vintage afternoon tea, Stompers 
Jazz Band and face painting.

Armistice Day Services
Fri 11 November  11am
Various war memorials around the 
borough.  Remembrance services 
with poetry and readings by local 
school children.

Armistice Day Remembrance 
Service 
Fri 11 November  11am
The Belfry Shopping Centre, 
Redhill.  Remembrance service 
including readings, buglers playing 
the Last Post and Reveille, two 
minute silence and poppy drop.

Remembrance Sunday Services
Sun 13 November  10.45am
Civic remembrance services at 
Shaw’s Corner, Banstead and 
Horley war memorials.
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Events listing

For more details, visit www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/WWI
Event details correct at time of going to print.

Surrey men kick football across the Somme

Wilfred (Billie) Nevill (14 July 1894 - 1 July 1916) joined the East Yorkshire 
Regiment but transferred to the Royal East Surrey Regiment and was the 
originator of the famous “Football Charge” on the first day of the Battle of 
the Somme, 1 July 1916.

On the first day of the Battle, the 8th Battalion Royal East Surrey Regiment 
left their trenches at Carnoy to attack German positions 300 yards away.

The commander of “B” Company, Captain W.P. ‘Billie’ Nevill, had purchased 
two, not four as is often suggested, footballs to kick across No Man’s Land.

He and his fellow officers were concerned about how their men would 
behave when finally called on to go over the top. To provide his soldiers with 
a reassuringly familiar symbol, Nevill bought the footballs while on leave in 
London and took them back with him to France.

In the face of murderous fire, and sustaining 
heavy casualties, they charged across the 
intervening ground with the footballs bouncing 
encouragingly before them. The combination 
of Nevill’s initiative and their gallantry proved 
successful and they gained their objective. 
Nevill did not survive. He was killed just in 
front of the German barbed wire just two 
weeks short of his 22nd birthday. 

Both footballs were later recovered.  One of 
the balls is currently displayed at the Princess 
of Wales’s Royal Regiment Museum at Dover 
Castle and the other at the Queen’s Royal 
Surrey Regimental Museum near Guildford.

‘The Great European Cup-Tie Final.  East Surreys v Bavarians.  
Kick off at zero’

Inscription on one of the footballs by Captain Nevill


