
Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Surrey County Council and Raven Housing 
Trust are committed to improving the Preston area. This exhibition gives you an 
update on:
 
• plans for the new leisure and community centre and youth centre
• plans for new homes 
• parking improvements - the fi rst two of which have now been delivered. 

We would also like to hear your views on:

• proposals for improving the Merland Rise Recreation Ground
• plans to improve the path across Burgh Heath from Chetwode Road to the A240
• which parking improvements should be done next.

Improving your
neighbourhood - update

What the new leisure and community centre and youth centre will look like



New leisure and 
community centre 
and new 
youth 
centre

Planning permission 
for the new leisure and 
community centre and 
the new youth centre 
was granted in April.  The 
Council is now selecting 
a building contractor and 
work is expected to start 
on site in the autumn.
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First fl oor layout of new leisure and community centre
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Access to four outdoor 
fi ve-a-side pitches

Four court sports hall

Community room 
and creche

 Cafe

New youth centre

Ground fl oor layout of new leisure and community centre and new youth centre



Construction of the new access road, linking Merland Rise to Marbles Way via Cuddington 
Close, will be one of the fi rst things to happen, so that construction traffi c can reach the 
building site. To enable this, the Tattenham Community Centre will have to be demolished 
and the playground relocated. 

There will be a short period when no playground is available whilst the equipment is moved 
to the temporary playground that will be created on one of the disused tennis courts.  We will 
make every effort to keep this time to a minimum.

The Phoenix Centre and the Banstead Leisure Centre will continue to operate in their current 
locations until the new building is ready to open.

Help us to name the new road

We would like to hear your suggestions for the name of the new road linking Merland Rise to 
Marbles Way. Please complete a feedback form to give us your ideas.

Community facilities

The new leisure and community centre will include a community room which can be hired for 
community activities. The hall in the youth centre could also be available for hire at certain 
times.  If you are interested in running a community activity from either space, please do get 
in touch. 

Some of the activities in the current Tattenham Community Centre have the option to move 
temporarily into the existing Banstead Leisure Centre, before moving into the new building. 
Other activities in the Tattenham Community Centre have the option to relocate to the Rainbow 
Centre in Epsom.

New leisure and 
community centre 
and new youth centre



The approved planning application 
for 130 new homes on the current 
leisure centre site and small 
parts of the recreation ground 
requires signifi cant landscaping 
improvements to be made to the 
recreation ground. These will be 
carried out after the new leisure and 
community centre and youth centre 
have been built - probably in late 
2014/early 2015. 

We would like your views now on the 
proposed designs.  Please complete 
a feedback form.

Skate park

The existing skate park equipment 
and basketball hoop will be 
relocated. We have allowed some 
additional space next to the new 
skate park area, which could be 
used to extend the skate park or 
to include some other equipment 
for older children / young people, 
if funds can be found. We will be 
working with the local youth club to 
explore this further. 

Improvements to 
Merland Rise Recreation 
Ground - have your say

Area suitable 
for ball games





Meadow 
grass



Fenced 
playground



Skate park
and basketball 
hoop



Play 
mounds



Orchard

Planted
areas



Surfaced 
paths, some 

tree lined


New homes


Five-a-side 
pitches 
(accessed via 
leisure and 
community 
centre)



New leisure 
and community 
centre and 
youth centre

Area suitable 
for ball games

Access from 
Chetwode Road



Landscaping design for the recreation ground



Improvements to 
Merland Rise Recreation 
Ground - have your say
New playground

We will be creating a new playground on the recreation ground as part of the improvements, 
once the new access road and the new leisure, community and youth facilities have been 
built. 

We recognise that having a playground is very valuable to local families, so we will create a 
temporary playground on one of the tennis courts this autumn, reusing most of the existing 
play equipment. 

The permanent new playground will include most of the equipment in the current playground 
as well as some additional kit. We would like your views on what additional equipment should 
be included. Please pick up a leafl et to fi nd out more information. You can give your views 
using the feedback form.



Kick about areas

During last September’s consultation you told us that it is important to have an informal 
kick about area on the recreation ground. Areas of grass suitable for informal kick about 
have been incorporated into the proposed designs. The largest of these areas is shown 
as a dotted rectangle on the plan. 

Footpaths and access

The designs include better footpaths linking the new playground and skate park to 
Chetwode Road, Acres Gardens and to the new road linking Merland Rise to Marbles 
Way. The paths will be suitable for walking, cycling, pushchairs and wheelchairs. Some 
of the paths will be tree-lined. 

Access onto the recreation ground from Chetwode Road will be via the existing access 
point adjacent to 58 Chetwode Road, with an improved path way. 

Planting and landscaping

Several areas of planting, including a small orchard and 
areas of meadow grass, are proposed. These will improve the 
attractiveness of the open space 
and also provide opportunities for 
informal play. 

Improvements to 
Merland Rise Recreation 
Ground - have your say



We understand that parking is a concern for many residents - in terms of the quantity, 
appearance and impact on traffi c fl ow.

Last September we asked for your views on four potential parking improvement schemes, 
and which two you thought should be done fi rst.  As a result, we have removed the traffi c 
island on Chetwode Road and created new parking bays and created a half-width lay-by 
on Merland Rise near the junction with Chetwode Road.

We are working on delivering the other two schemes - a new parking lay-by in St Leonard’s 
Road and in Preston Lane - in the coming months.

More possible improvements identifi ed

We have identifi ed some other locations where parking could be improved, and would 
like your views on these.

Parking improvements

Site 1: 
Marbles Way 
(nos 13 to 
31) 
Create a full 
car width 
new parking 
lay-by and 
reprovide the 
pavement 
behind

Site 2: 
Acres 
Gardens 
(opposite nos 
5 to 27) 
Create a new 
parking lay-by 
and reprovide 
the pavement 
next to the 
recreation 
ground

Bus 
stop



Parking improvements

Site 3: Preston Lane 
(nos 73 to 83) 
Create a new full car width 
parking lay-by and reprovide the 
pavement behind

Removing damaged grass verges

There are a number of places where the grass verges 
are damaged because vehicles park on them. We 
would like your views on whether some of these 
damaged verges should be replaced with concrete, 
to improve their appearance and to formalise existing 
parking habits.

Please pick up a copy of the leafl et to see where these 
improvements are proposed and complete a feedback 
form to give us your views. 

We are aiming to have completed improvements in most of these locations by spring 
2014.  We will consult you on any further locations after that.

Example of what the roadside would look like

Site 4: Homefi eld Gardens 
Create a new parking court

Homefi eld Gardens



Previously, local people have told us that they would like a better path across Burgh 
Heath.  We would now like your views on the detailed design proposals to: 

• create a lit surfaced footpath across Burgh Heath connecting Chetwode Road to the 
A240, including removing some of the trees and undergrowth which are immediately 
either side of the path to improve the feeling of openness.

• improve the footpath along the A240 from the Burgh Heath path to the ASDA traffi c 
lights to make it suitable for use by pedestrians and cyclists.

Burgh Heath path

Next steps

We have employed a specialist fi rm to carry out ecological surveys to ensure we minimise 
the impact of the proposals on local wildlife.  We will then submit a planning application 
for the changes and complete a legal process in relation to the path’s current status as 
common land.  All of this work must be complete before we can improve the path, which 
we expect will start in autumn 2014.



When things will happen
St Leonard’s Road parking improvement delivered Summer 2013

Further parking improvements delivered Summer 2013 - 
Spring 2014

• Construction of new leisure and community centre, 
youth centre and new road begins

• Tattenham Community Centre demolished
• Playground temporarily relocated onto tennis court

Autumn 2013

New homes on small parts of the recreation ground could 
start to be built from Spring 2014

Burgh Heath path improvements start Autumn 2014

• New leisure and community centre and youth centre 
open

• New road linking Merland Rise to Marbles Way opens
• Current Banstead Leisure Centre and Phoenix Youth 

Centre close

Autumn 2014

Landscaping improvements on Merland Rise Recreation 
Ground take place

Autumn 2014 / 
Spring 2015

Tell us what you think
We would like your comments on these proposals.  Please complete a feedback form 
to give us your views by 1 July 2013, either:

• online at www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/prestonregeneration
• fi ll one in at the exhibition and put it in the suggestions box by 27 June
• email us at prestonregeneration@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 


