
Preston regeneration 
all systems go!
Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Surrey County Council 
and Raven Housing Trust are committed to improving the Preston 
area.  2014 and 2015 will see big changes.  Work is starting on the 
much anticipated new leisure and community centre, new youth skills 
centre and new homes.  Improvements to the Merland Rise recreation ground and more 
parking improvements are also on the way.  

Read on to find out more about what will happen when, who is doing what and how to keep 
up to date.

What the new leisure and community centre and youth skills centre will look like

In this newsletter:
• New leisure and community centre and new youth skills centre
• New homes - who is doing what and when
• Recreation ground and playground improvements
• Improving the path across Burgh Heath
• Parking improvements
• IT skills and health
• Key contacts
• Tell us what you think about local health services, lights on Burgh Heath, parking 

improvements, learning facilities and whether the recreation ground should be renamed
• Give us your suggestions for the name for the new leisure and community centre



Work to build the new leisure and community centre, and new youth skills centre will start in 
May/June 2014 and is expected to be finished in late summer 2015. 

Reigate & Banstead Borough Council is appointing Pellikaan Construction to build it. Pellikaan 
built our award-winning Horley Leisure Centre which opened in December 2011.  They will 
also deliver the improvements to the recreation ground as part of their contract.

Work to relocate the existing children’s playground temporarily onto one of the disused tennis 
courts, to allow continued provision for local families, is underway.  Once the Tattenham 
Community Centre has been demolished, Pellikaan can start to build the new road which will 
link Merland Rise to what is currently Cuddington Close.

Your new leisure community centre and youth skills centre

The new building will be where Banstead Athletic Football Club’s training pitch is. 

The new leisure and community centre will be run by Better (GLL), who run Banstead Leisure 
Centre. Existing leisure centre memberships and pricing will automatically transfer when the 
new building opens. 

The existing leisure centre and youth centre will stay open until the new facilities are open.

1. Existing Banstead 
Leisure Centre

2. Phoenix Youth Centre
3. Tattenham 

Community Centre
4. Existing playground
5. Temporary 

playground
6. New Leisure and 

Community Centre
7. New Youth Skills 

Centre
8. New road - Preston 

Manor Road
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Facilities in the new leisure and 
community centre

• Six lane, 25 metre swimming pool 
ranging from 0.9 metres - 2 metres deep 

• Learner pool (13 metres x 7 metres), 
ranging from 0.7 metres - 0.9 metres 
deep

• Pool viewing area

• 50 station, state of the art gym

• Exercise studio

• Community room (available for hire)

• Crèche 

• Four outdoor five-a-side pitches 

• Changing rooms 

• Café (open to members of the public as 
well as centre users)

• Four court sports hall 

• Parking for approximately 125 cars 

Facilities in the new youth skills 
centre

• Training kitchen

• Computer area

• One to one and group work 
rooms

• Activity hall (possibly available 
for community hire)

• Music facilities

• Chill-out area

• Outdoor youth area

• Youth worker office

Community room for hire
Interested in running an activity from the community room in the new leisure and 
community centre? The new room will accommodate about 50 people seated ‘conference 
style’ or 75 people standing. When the crèche is not open, removable doors can be 
opened increasing its capacity to about 70 people seated and 100 people standing. If you 
are interested in hiring the room, please contact John Webb at Banstead Leisure Centre 
(01737 361933 / john.webb@gll.org). 

Naming the new leisure and community centre - any suggestions?

We need to decide on a name for the new leisure and community centre. We want one 
which recognises that:

• the new leisure facilities will be for all residents in the north of the borough (and 
beyond)

• the new building will not only be a leisure centre but will also include a community 
room available for hire

• the youth skills centre will be named separately by Surrey County Council.

If you have an idea for the name, please make your suggestion by email to 
prestonregeneration@reigate-banstead.gov.uk  or complete our short survey (see back 
page for more information).

Who to contact: 
see page 11



Approximately 330 new homes are expected to be built in Preston over the next few years. 

Building work for the first phase of these is underway.  Two garage blocks have been demolished 
and work to build seven chalet bungalows and three bungalows has started.  The construction of 
six flats and ten houses at the Longfield Crescent car park site will start in June, once alternative 
parking spaces have been created.  The new homes will be owned by Raven Housing Trust and 
are being built by Brymor Contractors Limited.  The new homes will be ready in mid-2015. 

Croudace Homes, a local house builder based in Caterham, has exchanged contracts with 
Reigate & Banstead Borough Council to buy the site of the current leisure centre and Phoenix 
Youth Club, along with small parts of the recreation ground. They have already been granted 
outline planning permission to build 130 new homes (107 houses and 23 flats) on this land. 

Croudace will consult on their detailed plans during 2014. They hope to start building the new 
homes in 2015 once the new leisure and community centre and 
new youth skills centre are open. 

Surrey County Council owns the De Burgh site and has 
submitted an outline planning application for 180 new homes. 
To view the application, visit www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/
planning and click on “Planning application search”.  The 
application reference number is 13/02282/OUT.

The developers of all these homes will be providing money to 
help fund the improvements to the local area.
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Providing new homes

New road name decided

We are building a new road 
to provide access to the 
new leisure and community 
centre, new youth skills 
centre, and the new homes 
on the existing leisure centre 
site. The road will be called 
Preston Manor Road, in 
recognition of the medieval 
manor house which used to 
exist close by (around where 
Preston Lane meets Marbles 
Way). 

View from the recreation ground of Raven Housing Trust’s development of the Longfield Crescent car park

Who to contact: 
see page 11
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Improving your recreation ground

The Merland Rise Recreation Ground is to get a much needed makeover. Last summer we 
asked for your views on the designs, in particular the play equipment. We will:

• move the children’s playground to a new location, re-using existing equipment and 
adding some new pieces

• reprovide the existing skate park and basketball hoop, and improve space for kick 
abouts  

• create more paths to improve accessibility

• reposition the access route from Chetwode Road

• enhance the copse by removing some of the scrub and poor quality trees 

• add new plants and landscape features to make the open space more attractive as well 
as fun.

Example of one of the proposed 
trees next to the new paths, once 

it has reached maturity

An example of proposed planting

Do you want to rename the recreation ground?

The Borough Council is aware that some local residents would like to rename 
the recreation ground. One suggestion we have received is ‘Preston Park’. 

Please tell us what you think by emailing us (prestonregeneration@reigate-
banstead.gov.uk) or completing our short survey (see back page for more 
information). 
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The new playground will include:

• all the equipment that is in the existing playground - which includes slides, a zip wire, 
baby seat swings, a basket swing, climbing poles and other equipment for spinning and 
rocking.

Plus

• a scramble climbing net
• flat seat swings
• a see-saw
• a roundabout  
• space for picnicking.

Design for the permanent new playground
Drawing no: Q-04426-P9C8-V-1
Date: 16.07.13 Please note this drawing is an artists impression only.

Merland Rise Play Area (Fabrik) - Phase 2

www.hags-smp.co.uk   //   www.hags.co.uk

Who to contact: 
see page 11

Please bear with us during the construction of the new leisure and community centre, new 
youth skills centre, new road, new homes and the improvements to the recreation ground. 
Some disruption is inevitable, including closing parts of the recreation ground, as the safety 
of the general public is paramount at all times. The Borough Council and Raven Housing 
Trust will work with their contractors to minimise disruption as far as possible. Please see 
page 11 for contact details if you have any concerns. 

Keeping disruption to a minimum, but there will be some
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Improving access to the recreation ground from Chetwode Road

We will create a new footway to improve the walking route from Epsom Downs Primary 
School to the recreation ground. We will install this before the current recreation ground 
access path from Chetwode Road is closed.

New footway with
bollards

Footway to be removed
A tactile crossing

Existing footway

Existing footway

Potential removal 
of Raven drying 
area creating new 
parking bays

Tactile crossings

Slightly raised 
walkway

Entrance to 
recreation 
ground

Tactile crossings

Baffled by technology?

The Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership has recently run a free course on the estate to 
help people use computers, surf the internet, send emails, etc. It will try to run the course 
again later this year if people are interested. If you would like to find out more, or register 
your interest, please contact Linda Charlton: lcharlton@surreyllp.org.uk / 01483 481789. 

Example of slightly
raised walkway



Improving Burgh Heath

Previously, local people have told us that they would like a better path across Burgh Heath 
from Chetwode Road to the A240.  

We have now finalised the designs 
for the path, which will be a 
compacted gravel surface (suitable 
for walking, cycling, pushchairs 
and wheelchairs). Mature trees will 
only be removed if we have safety 
concerns. A number of smaller trees 
and the undergrowth will be cleared 
from either side of the path to create 
a greater feeling of openness.

The lighting will be directed at the 
path and away from the surrounding 
trees.  Last summer, we asked 
if local residents would be happy for the proposed lights across Burgh Heath (from 
Chetwode Road to A240 - see the green line on the plan) to be turned off for a period of 
time each night, for example between midnight and 4am. Most people said “yes”, so this is 
what we are planning to do when the lights are installed in winter 2014/15. 
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Should the lights be on all 
night?

Street lights already exist on 
the path across Burgh Heath 
from Hatch Gardens to the 
A217 - see the blue line on 
the plan. These lights are 
currently on all night. We are 
proposing to turn these existing 
lights off between midnight 
and 4am for the benefit of 
the wildlife. Please tell us 
what you think by emailing us 
(prestonregeneration@reigate-
banstead.gov.uk) or completing 
the short survey available 
online or on paper (see back 
page for more information).

Current view of path to be upgraded

Proposed Burgh Heath 
path improvements
A240 pavement 
improvements
Existing lit footpath
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When will the work happen?

We can only do the work at certain times of year because of the 
local wildlife. We are waiting for the necessary permissions so 
that we can deliver the improvements between October 2014 
and February 2015. 

We want to encourage people to walk or cycle along the improved path across Burgh 
Heath to get to / from places such as the new leisure and community centre, ASDA, and 
the Beacon School. We are planning to improve the pavement along the A240 from the 
improved path to the ASDA lights, making the surfaced area wider.

Example of a compacted gravel footpath surface

Burgh Heath is owned by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council and managed by the 
Banstead Commons Conservators.  When the improved path is delivered, Reigate & 
Banstead Borough Council will include the path in its litter picking round twice a week. 

Report abandoned trolleys

Some residents are concerned about shopping trolleys being abandoned 
on Burgh Heath and in Preston. If you see an abandoned shopping 
trolley, please report it to Trolleywise who will come and collect it for free. 
You can contact the local driver on 07921 979595 or call their head office 
on 0800 3161241. Alternatively, if you have a smartphone, you can take 
a photo of an abandoned trolley and report it through the Trolleywise free 
app.
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Improving parking

We have created new parking on Chetwode Road, Merland Rise, St Leonard’s Road and 
Preston Lane.  In 2014 we will:

• Create a new parking lay-by 
on Marbles Way

• Pilot a new subsidised 
driveway scheme in three 
locations

• Work with Surrey County 
Council to encourage yellow 
lines to be introduced to 
prevent parking too close to 
road junctions, and to improve 
road markings for bus stops

• Work with Raven Housing 
Trust to improve parking along 
Homefield Gardens

• Continue to prepare further parking improvement projects, including potentially 
replacing some more areas of damaged grass verge with concrete. 

What do you think about health?

Surrey County Council Public Health Team is doing some research to help improve local 
health services. 

• How well, happy and healthy are people living in Preston?
• What do you think of your local health services?
• What can be done to improve the health and well being of people in Preston?

If there is anything, big or small you think we should know about, please complete an 
anonymous survey.   You can complete it online via www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/
prestonregeneration or pick up a paper copy at Banstead Leisure Centre, Tadworth 
Medical Centre, Epsom Downs Children’s Centre or Raven’s office on Marbles Way. The 
closing date for completed surveys is Tuesday 22 April 2014. 

You can see some more examples of 
the work we have undertaken in the 
Preston regeneration Flickr album.  
To access this visit www.reigate-
banstead.gov.uk/prestonregeneration 
or join www.facebook.com/groups/
prestonregeneration.

Who to contact: 
see page 11

One of the new parking lay-bys on Preston Lane
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Who to contact

What Who to contact How to contact
New leisure and community 
centre, new youth centre and 
improvements to Merland 
Rise Recreation Ground

Pellikaan

Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council

Joost van Dijk info@pellikaan.co.uk
020 8392 9355
www.pellikaan.co.uk
prestonregeneration@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/
prestonregeneration

Existing Banstead Leisure 
Centre

Better (GLL) Membership: Amanda Pook 
Amanda.pook@gll.org
Other: John Webb john.webb@gll.org
01737 361933 www.gll.org

Parking improvements, Burgh 
Heath improvements, general 
queries

Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council

Justine Chatfield
prestonregeneration@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/
prestonregeneration
Available on the first Thursday of each month 
(unless otherwise advertised) from 9.30am - noon 
at Raven’s office on Marbles Way

New homes on Longfield 
Crescent car park site, 
Longfield Crescent garage 
site, and Longmere Gardens 
garage site

Raven Housing Trust Ema Blay
ema.blay@ravenht.org.uk
01737 272591 www.ravenht.org.uk

De Burgh site Surrey County Council Steve Evans
sevans@surreycc.gov.uk
020 8541 9327 www.surreycc.gov.uk

New homes planned for 
current leisure centre and 
Phoenix Youth Club site and 
small parts of recreation 
ground

Croudace Homes Ray Carlier
Ray.carlier@croudace.co.uk
01883 346464 www.croudace.co.uk

1  New leisure & community 
centre
(including five-a-side 
pitches) and new youth skills 
centre
2  Improved recreation 
ground
3  Improved access to 
recreation ground
4  New road - Preston Manor 
Road
5 - 8  Croudace development 
sites
9 - 11  Raven development 
sites
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Keep up to date

• Join www.facebook.com/groups/prestonregeneration
• Follow the Borough Council on Twitter.com/reigatebanstead 
• Visit www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/prestonregeneration
• Visit the noticeboard in the reception of the Banstead Leisure Centre 

When things will happen

Start construction of 10 new Raven homes for rent (Longfield Crescent and 
Longmere Gardens) March 2014

Playground relocated March/April 2014

Demolish Tattenham Community Centre and start construction of new road, 
new leisure and community centre and new youth skills centre May/June 2014

Start construction of 16 new Raven homes for rent (Longfield Crescent) June 2014

Deliver further parking improvements Summer/Autumn 
2014

Deliver improvements to the Burgh Heath path and the A240 pavement Autumn/Winter 
2014/15

Complete landscaping improvements to the recreation ground Spring/Summer 
2015

Open new leisure and community centre and new youth skills centre Summer 2015

Croudace Homes start building 130 homes Autumn 2015

Tell us what you think about …
• the name for the leisure and community centre 
• whether the recreation ground should be renamed
• lighting hours on Burgh Heath
• parking improvements
• learning opportunities
• local health services
by …
completing two short surveys online at www.reigate-
banstead.gov.uk/prestonregeneration.  
(For a paper copy of either survey please pop into Raven’s 
office on Marbles Way or the Banstead Leisure Centre.)

Please complete and return the surveys by 
Tuesday 22 April 2014.

Alternative formats
We are happy to 

provide information 
in other languages, 
large print, braille 
or on audio tape - 
please contact our 

Help Line on 
01737 276000 if 

you would like this 
service.


