
 

 

 

Dear Ms Hockenhull  

REIGATE & BANSTEAD BOROUGH COUNCIL (R&B BC) DEVELOPMENT 

MANAGEMENT PLAN EXAMINATION 

R&B BC REVISED HOUSING TRAJECTORY POSITION AT 30TH JUNE 2018  

I write on behalf our client, The School Government Publishing Company Limited, 

in respect of the forthcoming R&B BC Development Management Plan 

Examination. Our client is promoting the Land South of Bletchingley Road, 

Merstham for development through the emerging Development Management Plan 

(DMP). The site has been identified as an allocation by draft Policy ERM4b: Land 

South of Bletchingley Road, Merstham. 

As part of our support and promotion of the above referenced site, we take a 

continued interest in the Council’s published five year housing land supply position 

and associated housing trajectory. As such, we wish to bring the following matter to 

your attention.  

 

In August 2018 the Council published new information to support their proposed 

housing trajectory, identified at Annex 7 of the submission DMP. This new 

information is contained within the document titled “Housing Trajectory Position at 

30th of June 2018” and forms an update on the Council’s 2018 Housing Delivery 

Monitoring document (issued in June 2018), currently within the examination 

documentation library. 

 

Paragraph 1.2 of the Housing Trajectory Position document states that between 

issuing the Monitor Report in June and issuing this new document (approximately 6 

weeks later) the Council discovered that they understated their dwellings 

completed figure by 414 dwellings for the period 2012/13 to 2017/18. This 

disclosure, that 6 years of reporting was incorrect, comes with no explanation other 

than further building control information has been received. These additional 

completions, identified by the Council’s Building Control department, have then 

been factored into the Council’s proposed five-year housing land supply position 

and have a material impact on it. 

Ms Helen Hockenhull, Planning Inspector 
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The restating of 6 years of highly sensitive housing figures, at this precise moment 

in time, calls into question the reliability of the Council’s historic completion figures. 

We have serious concerns surrounding the Council’s record keeping over this 

period and whether the processes in place are adequate to generate accurate 

housing numbers.  

 

The Council states that the basis of the numbers, as set out in the Trajectory 

Report (para 3.8) and confirmed by the Council’s Policy team, is: 

• Building control data from either Southern Building Control Partnership (the 

Council’s joint building control team with Mole Valley and Tandridge 

Councils) or NHBC;   

• Community Infrastructure Levy Commencement Notices;  

• Council tax information; and  

• Questionnaire responses to Housing and Economic Land Availability 

Assessment requests for information 

 

Given the importance of housing completion figures and their impact on the DMP 

we are undertaking a review of the Council’s processes and records to assess the 

accuracy of their reported housing figures.  Accordingly, we have submitted 

Freedom of Information Requests (FOI) to the Council in respect of: 

 

- The number of homes liable for Council Tax and the annual increase of 

homes added to the Council Tax register during the Core Strategy plan 

period;  

- Details of how the Council Tax team generate their numbers (i.e. from 

Building Control and Planning Policy/Development Management records) 

and all correspondence confirming completions for each year since 

2011/12; 

- All correspondence between the Planning Policy department and Building 

Control department in respect of the updated information on dwelling 

completions between 2011/12 and 2017/18; and  

- Records provided by Building Control that identify the previously 

unrecorded dwellings on a year by year basis. 

 

At this time, we simply wish to draw your attention to this issue. We will be 

submitting Matters Statements as part of the Local Plan Examination; these 

Statements will report our assessment of the Council’s housing land supply 

position and the robustness of the housing trajectory. Where relevant, the 

information we have requested from the Council and our assessment of it will be 

included within these Statements. 
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We hope this information is useful at this time and we look forward to discussing 

these matters at the hearing sessions. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Ben Frodsham 

Enc Reigate & Banstead BC Housing Trajectory Position at 30th June 2018. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 


