
APPENDIX 3 - ROAD LINK ASSESSMENT
SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  lliinnkk  rrooaadd
The table below sets out a broad assessment of the sustainability of the proposed road link through Burgh Heath to Asda and the A240. This
assessment is based on the Sustainability Objectives proposed in the Interim Report (October 2004). The link road only effects a few of the
objectives, as shown below. The assessment uses as simple scoring mechanism to rate how the proposal contributes to each objective. (Very
positive (++), positive (+), neutral 0, negative (-) and very negative (--).
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There are clearly some positive social and
economic benefits of the proposed new
road link such as creating a link to Asda
and Beacon school. There would also be
some improvement to the public transport
links and a potential improvement in the
safety along the route.

There are also significant negative impacts
of the road; in particular, there would be
fragmentation of a valuable habitat and
the loss of trees and shrubs. A new road is
likely to increase the dominance of the car
and could potentially lead to more traffic,
congestion and consequently more air
pollution. There would also be a slight
increase in surface water run-off from a
new road.

On balance, the loss of habitat and the
increase in the dominance of the car would
appear to outweigh the benefits of the
new link. Some of the benefits of
improved linkages could be provided
without the need for a new road by
providing a new, safer pedestrian and
cycle link with associated crossing and
improving the existing bus links.




